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remote areas of the province and other special schools that are not included in these 48 unitary 
division boards. 

Public kindergarten classes are available in most elementary schools in Manitoba. 
Enrolments have almost tripled in the past 10 years as these facilities have been expanded and 
the number of children in private nurseries and kindergartens has consequently declined. 

There are two major patterns of school organization in the 12-grade system to senior 
matriculation: elementary (kindergarten and grades 1-8) and high school (grades 9-12); or 
elementary (kindergarten and grades 1-6), junior high school (grades 7-9) and senior high 
school (grades 10-12). Increased emphasis is being placed on open-area classrooms, higher 
qualifications for teachers, and improved curricula. Other innovations in the elementary and 
secondary schools include: more meaningful curricula for Indian and Metis children now 
incorporated into regular classes; emphasis on health programs in relation to alcohol and 
narcotics; audio-lingual programs in French and German at grade 10 level; and emphasis on 
continuous testing to replace formal examinations and on the concept of "independent study" 
for students in some secondary schools. Final examinations are set and marked under the 
auspices of the High School Examination Board of Manitoba. Entrance to university requires 
evidence of Board standing in at least three subjects with school standing acceptable in two 
other subjects. 

In Manitoba, vocational students may take either a pre-employment commercial or 
industrial program, the successful completion of which entitles them to an "academic 
transcript". Alternatively, students may complete the university entrance program and 
continue for an additional year in a special commercial program, or those following the 
industrial program may spend half their time in the university entrance program. There is also 
an occupational entrance program commencing at grade 7 and continuing until grade 10 or 11, 
during which period students receive part of their training on the job in business or industry. 

The Manitoba Institute of Technology and Applied Arts and the two vocational centres at 
Brandon and The Pas were designated as community colleges in the fall of 1969 and renamed 
Red River Community College, Assiniboine Community College and Keewatin Community 
College, respectively. These institutions offer both post-secondary terminal career programs 
and vocational courses at the trades level. Although no provision is made for university-
transfer programs, graduates from the career programs have, in special circumstances, been 
granted credits applicable to a university program. Training for nurses qualifying them for the 
RN diploma is provided at Red River College as well as at five hospital schools. 

Teacher training is offered only at the university level in this province. There are seven 
colleges and universities offering degree programs. The largest — the University of 
Manitoba — offers courses in arts and sciences, law, medicine, education, applied sciences, 
architecture and many other fields. 

Saskatchewan. Many schools in the larger centres of Saskatchewan are now offering 
kindergarten classes, although elsewhere in the province such classes are not normally 
available. The proportion of five-year-olds attending pre-grade I classes within the publicly 
controlled school system has increased from about 15% in 1960-61 to 27% in 1971-72. 

The traditional 12 elementary-secondary grades have been replaced by four divisions, 
each consisting of three years of school for a student making normal progress. In Divisions I 
and II, the principle of non-grading, involving the ideas of continuous progress and flexible 
promotion, has been adopted. Division III programs have been planned to meet the special 
needs of pupils in the 13- to 15-year-old age group faced with the problems of emerging 
adolescence. Division IV is undergoing major changes in the total scope of courses offered and 
in the content and methods used within particular subject areas. Recent amendments to the 
Saskatchewan School Act allow for the exclusion from the regular system of children mentally 
deficient and incapable of learning. Educable handicapped children attend special classes in 
regular schools; blind and deaf children between seven and 16 years of age are educated in 
special schools. 

In Saskatchewan, vocational subjects may be taken in the general, industrial arts, 
commercial or special terminal programs, none of which qualify the student for university 
entrance. Vocational courses in the high schools were set up with a view to providing a closer 
articulation between those schools and the technical institutes. Most of the vocational students 
in grade 9, apart from those in the commercial course, take five shops not associated with any 


